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Symbol indications in visual identity designs for educational institutions: Logo design as an
example

Abstract

The research explores the logo as one of the elements that form a visual identity of
educational institutions. This calls for identifying the effectiveness of the elements of the logo
design including line, shape, color and their explicit and implicit connotations, visual effects,
philosophical dimensions, and ability to form an effective visual message.

The researchers take as their example the logo of the Faculty of Architecture and Design
at Al-Ahliyya Amman University. They sought to identify the visual identity of the Faculty
through the design of its logo and how the latter is utilized in the visual communication activities
of the Faculty.

The researchers started by assuming that the logo reflects the visual identity of the
institution under study. They then explored how the meaning of the logo is reproduced in ways
that expressively fulfill the requirements of contemporary visual design and main changes in
design methods, styles and tools. The researchers argue that once the above requirements are
explored, it becomes possible to identify the rest of the elements that help in shaping the mental
image of the institution. The present era is the era of the image par excellence. The pictorial
image has influenced the institutional communication method remarkably. The image now plays
a remarkable role in shaping our reality. The philosophy behind this image has become an

identifying marker of the institution as pertaining to its reputation, identity, and affiliation.

Key words: symbol, visual identity, significance, logo, deliberative
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